Quite a harmless document, for, after all, Germany was
as free as any other belligerent Power to negotiate purchases
of munitions in the United States. But Germany already
had an official purchasing commission in that country
headed by a certain Geheimrat Albert. This secretive
method adopted by von Papen only added to the general
resentment against the German cause.

The following memorandum of a conference held in
New York between Mr, George W. Hoadley, Captain
F. von Papen, Captain Hans Tauscher and Mr. Carl
Heynen, renders futile von Papen's denial of complicity
in transactions of this nature.

December 21, 1915,

It was agreed that the American shrapnel shell shall be manufac-
tured until instructions to the contrary are received. Mr. Hoadley
states that it would take at least three months to get the tools neces-
sary for the manufacture of shell of any different design. Mr. Hoadley
states that, since the date of the original contract wages to skilled
labour had increased 25% to 50%, and the price of steel 50% to
100%, Mr. Hoadley stated that the American steel manufacturers
never guarantee both the chemical and physical specifications of
steel; that they guarantee either the chemical or physical only,
American steel never comes up to the German specifications, because
of its different process of manufacture. In case that shells of German
design are ordered, it will be impossible to make firing tests unless
a gun and the necessary accessories are shipped from Germany to
here. As a substitute, it is suggested to make such firing in a bomb-
proof place by electrical explosion. It was agreed that Mr. Hoadley,
till date, has complied with all the conditions of the contract of
i April, with the exception of the commencement of the delivery
of shells, which is due to force majeure^ i.e. to failure to timely obtain
the delivery of machinery and tools occassioned by strikes in the
machine factory.

At the beginning of December 1915 the patience of the
American Government became exhausted, and Secretary
of State Mr. Robert Lansing demanded that the German
Government should recall Captain von Papen and Captain
Boy-Ed, as both these diplomats were no longer persona
a> von Papen being charged with conspiring to incite
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